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AN ACT concerning State government.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Smal | Busi ness Advi sory Act.

Section 5. Definitions. |In this Act:

"Agency" has the neaning ascribed to that termin Section
1-20 of the Illinois Adm nistrative Procedure Act.

"Joi nt Comm ttee" means t he Joi nt Commttee on
Adm ni strative Rul es.

" Smal | busi ness” means any for profit entity,
i ndependently owned and operated, that (i) grosses less than
$4, 000,000 per vyear or has 50 or fewer full-time enployees
and (ii) has its principal office in Illinois.

"Department” neans the Departnent of Commer ce and

Community Affairs.

Section 10. Small business advisory web pages.

(a) Wthin 6 nonths after the effective date of this
Act, each Agency nmust create and nake avail able on t he
Wrld Wde Wb a smal | busi ness advi sory page.

(b) Each agency that (i) has adopted or is preparing to
adopt any rule affecting small businesses or (ii) 1is
designated to adm nister | egi sl ation af fecting smal
busi nesses that has beconme |aw nust prepare and post on its
smal |  busi ness advi sory page a plain | anguage expl anati on of
the rule or legislation. The explanation nust indicate the
effective date of the rule or |egislation. The expl anation
must remain posted for a mninum of 6 nonths after the
effective date of the rule or |legislation. Agencies shal

consul t wth t he Departnent and snall businesses in
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devel opi ng uni form web page standards.

If a rule has been proposed but not adopted, an
expl anation of the rule nust be posted as soon as possible in
order to allow input and comrent from affected snal
busi nesses. The State agency nust, in addition to posting a
plain |anguage explanation of the rule, post notice of the
time, date, and place of any public hearings, together wth
the nanes, addresses, and tel ephone nunbers of the agency
rul emeki ng contact; what nust be done by nenbers of the
public who w sh to provide testinony on the rul emaki ng; and
the nanes and Springfield and district office addresses and
t el ephone nunbers of the nenbers of the Joint Conmmttee.

(c) \When each agency updates its small business advi sory
web page, it shall notify the Departnent. The Departnent,
through its First Stop Business Information Center, shal
serve as a central clearinghouse notifying the small business
comunity of each agency's rulemakings and changes in
requirenents. Furthernore, the Departnent shall seek input
fromthe small business community on the changes and inform
the appropriate agency and where applicable, the Joint
Comm ttee, of the input.

The Departnent, as a part of its clearinghouse function,
shall maintain a central small business advisory web page
that shall serve as a coordinated point of access to al

agenci es' busi ness advi sory web pages.

Section 15. Advisory opinions and interpretations. Each
agency nust post plain |anguage versions of all advisory
opinions and interpretations of rules and statutes affecting
smal |  businesses issued by the agency on its small business
advi sory web page. No person who acts or fails to act in
reasonabl e reliance in t he advi sory opi ni ons and
interpretations may be held liable in any civil, crimnal, or

regul atory action because of that act or failure to act.
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